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The University of Akron’s Bliss Institute drafted a report titled “Mapping the

Republican Sweep: The 2010 Election Results in Ohio.”  The report, yet

again, puts to rest any notion that Cuyahoga County cost Governor Strickland

the election.

Take a look a these maps:

This first map shows where the Republican candidates made gains compared

to the Republican slate in 2006.  Lucas, Athens, Cuyahoga, and Franklin

Counties are the only counties where the Republicans saw their mean

percentage of votes drop from 2006 to 2010.  They saw huge increases in

western Ohio (including in Montgomery County), coupled with strong

increases elsewhere in central Ohio and in Columbiana, Jefferson, and

Belmont counties.

Now, Republican performance had little place to go but up statewide from

their numbers in 2006.  But the geographical distribution is telling when you

look at the map that compares the 2006 turnout from the 2010.

That map looks like this:
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modernesquire Oh, and
Ohio GAINED 7,304 jobs
during the same time

period.

From Aug. 09 to Nov. 10: Indiana
LOST over 22k jobs Ohio GAINED
over 7k in seasonably adjusted jobs.
Kasich “unveils” JobsOhio proposal
that lacks concrete details, but Ohio
GOP promises to pass it by early
February · 46 minutes ago

modernesquire Always
nice to have a community
college drop out lecture

me on economic policy.
Unfortunately, you're wrong.
According to the U.S. Department of
Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Indiana has LOST...
Kasich “unveils” JobsOhio proposal
that lacks concrete details, but Ohio
GOP promises to pass it by early
February · 52 minutes ago

modernesquire Always
aware that they were two
different statutes. Again

look at the 2003 opinion, it
references the statute in the 1997 as
a predecessor of the statute before it.
You can't do a DX except in late...
[MEDIA FAIL:] Ohio set to ban late
term abortions (even though it’s
already banned under existing Ohio
law) · 56 minutes ago

Anon Sorry, modern,
you're wrong about the
1997 opinion. Look at the

opinion and at the code provisions
quoted. There were two entirely
separate laws at issue. One was a
post-viability ban, which...
[MEDIA FAIL:] Ohio set to ban late
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Cuyahoga County only saw a .4% drop in turnout. Only six counties had

better turnout than they did in 2006.  Of the 82 counties that saw a dropoff in

turnout compared to 2006, Cuyahoga County had the second smallest drop

off in turnout.

Cuyahoga County has an infant county party structure that is emerging like a

phoenix from the ashes of the corrupt Democratic county party structure that

is still dominating headlines up there.  It had no serious contested

Congressional races on the national parties’ radar once Tom Ganley imploded

over allegations of sexual improprieties.  Despite the lack of an established

county party GOTV infrastructure and little but a contested in name only

county executive race, Cuyahoga County did just fine, especially when

compared to other Democratic counties.

Franklin County saw a drop in turnout six times larger than Cuyahoga

County and had one of the most hotly contested congressional races in the

nation.  Montgomery County saw a staggering drop off in turnout that is over

twenty-three times larger than what we saw in Cuyahoga County.  As a

result, Ted Strickland barely won Montgomery County.

Turnout was so bad in Montgomery County that incumbent African-

American state Senator Fred Strahorn lost a district that was largely viewed

as a dependable African-American Democratic seat to a white neophyte who

concentrated all of his campaigning in the white, but less populous part of the

district in Miami and Darke County and won as a result by less than 2,000

votes.

Even if Cuyahoga County would have been the same as in 2006, Strickland

still wouldn’t have been re-elected.    The reality is that Cuyahoga County

departed from the norm in dropping turnout this year as much as could be

expected.  If you look to southeastern Ohio, we saw (with some exceptions),

significant drop in turnout.  Montgomery, Franklin, and Hamilton Counties

all saw larger drops in turnout than Cuyahoga County, too.  I’m more

convinced that these regions are closer to why we lost than Cuyahoga County,

which, in my opinion, was tapped as much as could be possible given the

political environment even if it had had a robust and well-established GOTV

county party infrastructure.

You compare the two maps, and you start to see how the entire election was

dictated by turnout.  Republicans were able to concentrate their performance
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in the western counties of Ohio and kept that region for seeing a drop in

turnoff.  In fact, in some of the most populous Republican counties in that

region, they were actually able to see an increase in turnout from 2006.  If

Democrats won in 2006 in a massive voter revolt, Republicans won in 2010

due to massive voter apathy.  There is no mandate to be read into an election

with turnout numbers like this.  But it does show that the Republicans were

not employing an 88-county strategy in 2010 at all.

On the other hand, Democrats saw substantial drop in support in central and

southeastern Ohio.  While enormous effort and attention went into Cuyahoga

County with some success, that left other areas neglected.  The result is that a

more concentrated, higher turnout in the west for the Republicans was able

to barely overcome a diluted and weaker turnout for the Democrats in the

southeast and northeast.

Athens County saw a turnout of 35%.  THIRTY-FIVE PERCENT!  That

was the worst in the State in 2010 which saw less than half of all eligible

voters voted.

I still say the obsession with Cuyahoga County’s turnout is a red herring if the

Democratic Party is serious about addressing the problems that led to its

loss.  This report would again confirm what I’ve said after the election (and

that was when the unofficial results made Cuyahoga County’s turnout look

worse):  the real problem in turnout in 2010 was Montgomery County and

Hamilton County and the SEO region.  Cuyahoga County was not the

problem.  It just wasn’t the solution for a large drop in support in the central

Ohio and SEO region coupled with a drop off the cliff in turnout in

Montgomery County.

But I’m still left wondering.  Why is Montgomery County continuing to

underperform.  The party lost the mayor’s office in Dayton.  It seemed

absolutely AWOL this November.  What’s going on there?
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Charles is sadly right about the union folks. There are many of them, collecting union pensions,
Social Security, and buying prescriptions with their Medicare - all things Dems fought for
decades to win. And what do they do? Listen to Rush, watch Fox News, and go to the polls to
vote for the very people who opposed every program that has given them what security and
comfort they now enjoy in retirement, and who will do all they can, now that they're back in
power, to take away from them.
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